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On May 25th, 2000, 

President Bill Clinton 

proclaimed this day as the 

Day of Honor in 

appreciation of the efforts of 

the over 1,500,000 minority 

Veterans that served during 

World War II. The wars that 

they have fought were not 

limited to just the battlefield, 

but in their civilian lives 

when confronted with 

prejudice, ignorance and 

discrimination. While it has 

not yet been designated as an annual observance, we feel that it is worthy of         

nation-wide recognition on an annual basis and that it should not be limited to only 

Veterans of World War II, that minority Veterans of all wars should be recognized for 

their sacrifices, efforts and heroism in the name of freedom and liberty. 

As a nation-wide behavioral health and human services organization whom firmly 

practices inclusion and serves individuals from all walks of life coming from a variety 

backgrounds, we also believe that such a day should be amended to honor not only the 

service efforts of racial minorities as originally intended by Clinton’s proclamation, but 

Veterans within all minority groups who have served in our armed forces including 

women, transgender individuals, individuals who identify as gender neutral and 

members of the LGBTQ community. Patriotism and service to one’s country are not 

inherent to just one type of person, but are adopted by anyone who should feel a call to 

serve, advocate for and protect the liberties that we all hold so dear, regardless of the 

differences that we may have.  

While the “Day of Honor” proclamation may be new to some, it serves as the perfect 

catalyst to making great change in how we recognize all of our Veterans and we invite 

you to stand with us in support of all who have served in our Armed Forces. 

In honor of this day, we invite you to view the special content that we have featured 

including the original proclamation in its entirety and read the bios of two members of 

our leadership, Vice-Chair for WestCare board member, Richard Rodgers and Chief of 

Staff for WestCare Foundation and Army National Guard Veteran, Peggy Quigg!  


